
From Builder-Grade to Custom: Hardscaping Solutions for 
New Homes in Bondurant, IA  
 

Bondurant is experiencing a housing boom. Drive down Grant Street or through the newer subdivisions near 
Lake Petocka, and you will see construction crews hard at work. For many families, moving into a brand-new 
home in Bondurant, IA is the realization of a dream. However, once the moving trucks pull away and the boxes 
are unpacked, a common reality sets in: the backyard is a blank, muddy slate. 

Most new construction homes in Bondurant come with a "standard landscaping package." This typically includes 
a small 10x10 poured concrete patio and a basic lawn. While functional, these builder-grade backyards rarely 
meet the needs of a growing family or an avid entertainer. To truly unlock the potential of your property, you 
need a custom hardscaping plan that extends your living space into the outdoors.  

The Concrete Crack Crisis  

One of the first issues homeowners in Bondurant, IA notice with builder-grade patios is cracking. The soil in 
Polk County is rich in clay. While this is great for agriculture, it is challenging for construction. Clay soil absorbs 
water and expands significantly. In the winter, this water freezes and heaves the ground upward.  

Poured concrete is a rigid material. When the ground beneath it shifts, the concrete has nowhere to go, so it 
snaps. Within two or three years, that pristine white slab often has an ugly jagged crack running through it. This 
is why professional hardscapers recommend interlocking pavers. 

The Paver Advantage  

Interlocking pavers are a "flexible pavement system." They are installed over a deep bed of compacted aggregate 
and sand. The joints between the pavers allow for minute movement. When the ground in Bondurant, IA freezes 
and heaves, the pavers move with it and then settle back into place when the ground thaws. They are engineered 
to survive the Iowa climate without cracking.  

Beyond durability, pavers offer unmatched aesthetics. Whether you prefer the rustic look of tumbled cobbles or 
the sleek lines of large- format slate, there is a style to match the modern farmhouse and craftsman architectures 
popular in Bondurant's new developments.  

Designing for Functionality  

When upgrading from a builder-grade slab, the first step is to determine how you want to use the space. A 10x10 
square is barely enough room for a table and chairs, let alone a grill.  

· Dining Zone: We can design a spacious area specifically for your outdoor dining set, ensuring there is enough 
room to pull out chairs without hitting the edge of the patio. · 

Cooking Zone: Instead of rolling a grill onto the grass, consider a built-in outdoor kitchen with stone veneer that 
matches your home’s siding.  

· Lounging Zone: A separate area for deep-seating furniture or a fire pit creates a cozy destination for evening 
relaxation.  

Privacy in New Subdivisions 

One downside of new construction in Bondurant, IA is the lack of mature trees. You might feel like you are in a 
"fishbowl," with neighbors on all sides able to see into your yard. Hardscaping can help create privacy 
immediately. We can install privacy screens, pergolas with retractable shades, or masonry walls that block 
sightlines. Combined with fast-growing plantings like Arborvitae or ornamental grasses, we can turn an exposed 
backyard into a secluded sanctuary in a single season. 

Return on Investment  

Upgrading your hardscaping is not just an expense; it is an investment. In the competitive real estate market of 
Bondurant, IA, a home with a custom outdoor living space stands out against the hundreds of other identical 
layouts. It adds "functional square footage" to the home, which is a major selling point for future buyers. 
Conclusion  

Your new home deserves better than a concrete square. It deserves a backyard that reflects your lifestyle and 
enhances your enjoyment of the property. By partnering with local experts like Larkin Landscape & Design, 

https://www.larklandscape.com/


you can transform that muddy new-construction lot into the envy of the neighborhood. Don't settle for builder-
grade; choose custom hardscaping that is built to last in Bondurant, IA. 

 


